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ECT DEATH CHRONOLOGY
(Additions to “Chronology” in History of Shock Treatment, 1978)

prepared by Leonard Roy Frank, 28 March 1995

“$44 Million, Ban on Therapy Asked in Wrongful Death Suit,” Cleveland Press, 14 February
1980 (1 death)

Haberman, C. “A Death Halts Shock Treatments,” New York Times, 13 March 1980 (1 death)

Freeman, C.P.L., and Kendell, R.E. “ECT: I. Patients; Experiences and Attitudes, ” British
Journal of Psychiatry, 137:8-18, 1980 (2 deaths)

Pippard, J., and Ellam, L. “Electroconvulsive Treatment in Great Britain,” British Journal of
Psychiatry, 139:563-568, 1981 (4 deaths; "One death occurred during ECT and three others
within 72 hours of ECT...")

Buisseret, P. “Acute Pulmonary Oedema Following Grand Mal Epilepsy and as a Complication of
Electric Shock Therapy,” British Journal of Diseases of the Chest, 76:194-198, 1982 (1 death)

Gerring, J.P., and Shields, HM. “The Identification and Management of Patients with a High Risk
for Cardiac Arrhythmias during Modified ECT,” Journal of Clinical Psychiatry, 43: 140-143,
April 1982 (1 death)

Lasky, H. “Lawsuits Fail to Pull Plug on Shock Treatment,” Daily Review (Hayward, California),
26 July 1982 (1 death)

Hurley, D. “Shock Therapy Victim's Widow Gets Settlement,” Hartford Courant, 1 November
1982 (1 death)

“Need Not Have Died," New Zealand Herald (Auckland), 10 F ebruary 1983 (1 death)
Christou, S. “Some of Us Call It Murder,” Madness Network News, Summer 1983 (1 death)

Crammer, J. L. “The Sad Case of Mr Watene,” Bulletin of the Royal College of Psychiatrists,
7:186-187, 1983 (1 death)

Slawson, P.F., and Guggenheim, F.G. “Psychiatric Malpractice: A Review of the National Loss
Experience,” American Journal of Psychiatry, 141:979-981, 1984 (4 deaths)

Friedman, J., and Gordon, N. “Electroconvulsive Therapy in Parkinson's Disease: A Report of
Five Cases,” Convulsive Therapy, 8:204-210, 1992 (1 death)

Smith, M. “Eight in Texas Die after Shock Therapy in 15-Month Period,” Houston Chronicle, 7
March 1995 (8 deaths)



