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The fedeUal goYeUnmenW haV noW done enoXgh Wo oYeUVee Whe WUeaWmenW of

AmeUica'V foVWeU childUen ZiWh poZeUfXl mind-alWeUing dUXgV, accoUding Wo

a GoYeUnmenW AccoXnWabiliW\ Office (GAO) UepoUW Wo be UeleaVed

ThXUVda\.

ABC NeZV ZaV giYen e[clXViYe acceVV Wo Whe GAO UepoUW, Zhich capped

off a naWionZide \eaUlong inYeVWigaWion b\ ABC NeZV on Whe oYeUXVe of

Whe moVW poZeUfXl mind-alWeUing dUXgV on man\ of Whe coXnWU\'V neaUl\

425,000 foVWeU childUen.

The GAO'V UepoUW, baVed on a WZo-\eaU-long inYeVWigaWion, looked aW fiYe

VWaWeV -- FloUida, MaVVachXVeWWV, Michigan, OUegon and Te[aV. ThoXVandV

of foVWeU childUen ZeUe being pUeVcUibed pV\chiaWUic medicaWionV aW doVeV

higheU Whan Whe ma[imXm leYelV appUoYed b\ Whe Food and DUXg

AdminiVWUaWion (FDA) in WheVe fiYe VWaWeV alone. And hXndUedV of foVWeU

childUen UeceiYed fiYe oU moUe pV\chiaWUic dUXgV aW Whe Vame Wime deVpiWe

abVolXWel\ no eYidence VXppoUWing Whe VimXlWaneoXV XVe oU VafeW\ of WhiV

nXmbeU of pV\chiaWUic dUXgV Waken WogeWheU.

Children in foster care are more likel\ to take multiple antips\chotic medications for longer periods of time than an\
other group of children. (Fuse/Gett\ Images)
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GAO Ke\ Findings

OYHUDOO, WKH GAO ORRNHG DW QHDUO\ 100,000 IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ LQ WKH ILYH

VWDWHV DQG IRXQG WKDW QHDUO\ RQH-WKLUG RI IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ ZHUH SUHVFULEHG

DW OHDVW RQH SV\FKLDWULF GUXJ.

TKH GAO IRXQG IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ ZHUH SUHVFULEHG SV\FKRWURSLF GUXJV DW

UDWHV XS WR QHDUO\ ILYH WLPHV KLJKHU WKDQ QRQ-IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ, ZLWK IRVWHU

FKLOGUHQ LQ TH[DV EHLQJ WKH PRVW OLNHO\ WR UHFHLYH WKH PHGLFDWLRQV

FRPSDUHG WR IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ LQ WKH RWKHU IRXU VWDWHV.

Watch the \ear-long investigation tonight on

"World News with Diane Saw\er" at 6:30 p.m. ET

AOWKRXJK WKH DFWXDO SHUFHQWDJHV RI FKLOGUHQ ZKR UHFHLYHG

ILYH RU PRUH SV\FKLDWULF GUXJV DW WKH VDPH WLPH ZHUH ORZ

LQ WKH ILYH VWDWHV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH GAO UHSRUW, WKH FKDQFHV

RI D IRVWHU FKLOG FRPSDUHG WR D QRQ-IRVWHU FKLOG EHLQJ JLYHQ

ILYH RU PRUH SV\FKLDWULF GUXJV DW WKH VDPH WLPH ZHUH

DODUPLQJ.

IQ TH[DV, IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ ZHUH 53 WLPHV PRUH OLNHO\ WR EH SUHVFULEHG ILYH RU

PRUH SV\FKLDWULF PHGLFDWLRQV DW WKH VDPH WLPH WKDQ QRQ-IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ.

IQ MDVVDFKXVHWWV, WKH\ ZHUH 19 WLPHV PRUH OLNHO\. IQ MLFKLJDQ, WKH

QXPEHU ZDV 15 WLPHV. IW ZDV 13 WLPHV LQ OUHJRQ. AQG LQ FORULGD, IRVWHU

FKLOGUHQ ZHUH QHDUO\ IRXU WLPHV DV OLNHO\ WR EH JLYHQ ILYH RU PRUH

SV\FKRWURSLF PHGLFDWLRQV DW WKH VDPH WLPH FRPSDUHG WR QRQ-IRVWHU

FKLOGUHQ.

IQLWLDOO\ SDUW RI GAO'V LQYHVWLJDWLRQ, MDU\ODQG ZDV ODWHU H[FOXGHG IURP

GAO'V DQDO\VLV "GXH WR WKH XQUHOLDELOLW\ RI WKHLU IRVWHU FDUH GDWD"

DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH UHSRUW, D SUREOHP ABC NHZV OHDUQHG PDQ\ VWDWHV IDFH.

FRVWHU FKLOGUHQ ZHUH DOVR PRUH WKDQ QLQH WLPHV PRUH OLNHO\ WKDQ QRQ-

IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ WR EH SUHVFULEHG GUXJV IRU ZKLFK WKHUH ZDV QR FDA-

UHFRPPHQGHG GRVH IRU WKHLU DJH.

FRU WKH PRVW YXOQHUDEOH IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ, WKRVH OHVV WKDQ 1 \HDU ROG, IRVWHU

FKLOGUHQ ZHUH QHDUO\ WZLFH DV OLNHO\ WR EH SUHVFULEHG D SV\FKLDWULF GUXJ

FRPSDUHG WR QRQ-IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ.

WKHQ SHQ. TKRPDV CDUSHU, D-DHO., OHDG UHTXHVWRU RI WKH GAO UHSRUW, ILUVW

OHDUQHG RI WKH UHSRUW'V ILQGLQJV, KH VDLG, "I ZDV DOPRVW GHVSRQGHQW WR

EHOLHYH WKDW WKH NLGV XQGHU WKH DJH RI RQH, EDELHV XQGHU WKH DJH RI RQH

ZHUH UHFHLYLQJ WKLV NLQG RI PHGLFDWLRQ."

ABC NHZV KDV UHYLHZHG GR]HQV RI PHGLFDO VWXGLHV SXEOLVKHG LQ UHFHQW

\HDUV WKDW HFKR GAO'V ILQGLQJV -- UHVHDUFK VKRZLQJ IRVWHU FKLOGUHQ UHFHLYH

SV\FKLDWULF PHGLFDWLRQV XS WR 13 WLPHV PRUH RIWHQ WKDQ NLGV LQ WKH JHQHUDO

SRSXODWLRQ.

IQ VRPH SDUWV RI WKH FRXQWU\, DV PDQ\ DV KDOI RI IRVWHU NLGV DUH RQ RQH RU

PRUH SV\FKLDWULF PHGLFDWLRQV. TKLV, FRPSDUHG WR MXVW 4 SHUFHQW RI NLGV LQ

WKH JHQHUDO SRSXODWLRQ.

DU. GHRUJH FRXUDV, D FKLOG SV\FKLDWULVW DQG FR-FKDLUPDQ RI WKH AGRSWLRQ

DQG FRVWHU CDUH CRPPLWWHH RI WKH APHULFDQ AFDGHP\ RI CKLOG DQG

AGROHVFHQW PV\FKLDWU\ (AACAP), VDLG, "TKHUH LV DQ LQFUHGLEOH SXVK WR XVH
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I believe this problem also fall in to the hands of the caregivers! Being a foster

parent for man\  \ ears I have heard it all. There are foster parents that

continuall\  ask that their foster kids are "put on meds" to increase the amount

of mone\  that parent received. A "medicated child" will raise the amount of

mone\  per month a foster parent receives. (sometimes b\  great amounts) I've

had children who have come into m\  house and have been weened OFF all the

meds... quite often thru alot of TLC, reasurrence, counseling, and L O V E these

children turn into the "wonderful people" the\  truel\  are. Man\  of these

children are screeming and misbehaving for love and support. These children

know the negative behavior gets attention.... as a care giver we must teach

them that positive behavior reaps better rewards. "Catch them being good"

YicWoUpaYloYic
8:20 AM EST

Dec 01, 2011

Kickbacks, that's the main reason its done.Just like adding new vaccines to the

vaccine schedule, ever\  \ ear, its all about mone\ , meanwhile the children are
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medicaWionV Wo VolYe WheVe pUoblemV aV if iW iV a magic Zand."
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Dec 01, 2011 be devastated b\  these drugs!

fgsltw24
7:43 AM EST

Dec 01, 2011

This stor\  is so true. I went through the training to be a foster parent. I onl\

had one child. She came with a whole bag of prescriptions. I think she took 5

pills morning and night. It was ridiculous.
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New Stud\ Shows U.S.
Government Fails to
Oversee Treatment of
Foster Children With
Mind-Altering Drugs
By DR. MARK ABDELMALEK, BRINDA

ADHIKARI, SARAH KOCH, JOSEPH DIAZ

and CLAIRE WEINRAUB
Nov. 30, 2011 ² go.com

The fedeUal goYeUnmenW haV noW done

enoXgh Wo oYeUVee Whe WUeaWmenW of
AmeUica'V foVWeU childUen ZiWh poZeUfXl

mind-alWeUing dUXgV, accoUding Wo a
GoYeUnmenW AccoXnWabiliW\ Office (GAO)

UepoUW Wo be UeleaVed ThXUVda\. ABC NeZV

ZaV giYen e[clXViYe acceVV Wo Whe GAO

UepoUW, Zhich capped off a naWionZide
\eaUlong inYeVWigaWion b\ ABC NeZV on Whe

oYeUXVe of Whe moVW poZeUfXl mind-alWeUing

dUXgV on man\ of Whe coXnWU\'V neaUl\
425,000 foVWeU childUen.

The GAO'V UepoUW, baVed on a WZo-\eaU-
long inYeVWigaWion, looked aW fiYe VWaWeV --

FloUida, MaVVachXVeWWV, Michigan, OUegon
and Te[aV. ThoXVandV of foVWeU childUen

ZeUe being pUeVcUibed pV\chiaWUic
medicaWionV aW doVeV higheU Whan Whe
ma[imXm leYelV appUoYed b\ Whe Food and

DUXg AdminiVWUaWion (FDA) in WheVe fiYe
VWaWeV alone. And hXndUedV of foVWeU childUen

UeceiYed fiYe oU moUe pV\chiaWUic dUXgV aW
Whe Vame Wime deVpiWe abVolXWel\ no eYidence
VXppoUWing Whe VimXlWaneoXV XVe oU VafeW\ of

WhiV nXmbeU of pV\chiaWUic dUXgV Waken
WogeWheU.

GAO Ke\ FindingV

OYeUall, Whe GAO looked aW neaUl\ 100,000

foVWeU childUen in Whe fiYe VWaWeV and foXnd


