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L Supreme Court Cases Decided in 2005-2006

United States v. Georgia, 546 U.S. 151 2006 decided with No. 04-1236, Goodman v. Georgia

et al., January 2006 Parapalegic inmate challenged conditions of confinement as violating the

Eighth Amendment and title II of the ADA. District court and Court of Appeals granted

summary judgment on Title II damages claims on the basis of sovereign immunity. Supreme

Court granted cert. "to consider whether Title II of the ADA validly abrogates state sovereign

immunity." 546 U.S. at 880. The Court held that Title H validly abrogates state sovereign

immunity where the violations alleged would actually violate constitutional rights but did not

decide whether Title II claims by prisoner that did not violate the fourteenth amendment could be

asserted, holding the lower court was in the best position to consider that question. Court

remanded for further proceedings, ordering lower court to consider Goodman's amended

complaint in light of this ruling

Clark v. Arizona, 54811S. _2006 holding that Arizona's limitation of insanity test to

inability to know right from wrong does not violate Constitution; nor does Arizona's exclusion

of opinion evidence by psychiatric experts from all stages of criminal trial except insanity

defense

Schaffer v. Weast, 546 U.S. 49 2005 Holding that in a hearing before challenging the

adequacy of an Individualized Education Program before an administrative law judge, the party

seeking relief in this case the student, bears the burden of proof.

Ark. ITJHS 1'. AhThorn, 126 S. Ct. 1752 2006 Court invalidates an Arkansas statute that allowed

the state to impose a lien on any third party tort settlements received by a Medicaid recipient for

the total cost of Medicaid benefits paid by the state. Court finds that this statute conflicts with

federal Medicaid law which only allows the state to take the portion of a third party settlement

that is apportioned to medical expenses.

Gonzales v Oregon, 126 S.Ct. 904 2006defeating Attorney General Ashcroft's interpretation

of the Oregon assisted suicide statute as violating federal controlled substance regulations;

expansive discussion of administrative law and levels of deference to agency interpretations.

1




