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INTRODUCTION

Electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) produces memory impairment which
may be modified (Valentine er al., 1968; Squire, 1977; Weiner, 1979) by a
choice of stimulus electrode placement (bilateral vs. unilateral nondominant)
or electrical stimulus wave form (sinusoidal vs. brief-pulse). Regarding electrical
stimulus wave form, it has been suggested that more amnesia may follow sinu-
soidal than brief-pulse ECT because more total electrical energy is delivered by
the former than the latter treatment modality (Medlicott, 1948; Kendall et al.,
1956; Cronholm and Ottosson, 1963; d’Elia, 1974).

Several investigations have revealed that personal information inventories
are sensitive means of assessing ECT-induced amnesia (Janis, 1950; Janis and
Astrachan, 1951; Stieper et al., 1951; Squire et al., 1981; Weiner er al., 1982).
To date, however, no investigation has examined the effects of the aforemen-
tioned ECT modifications on memory for a specific autobiographical episode
(e.g., “How did you celebrate your last birthday?”). These effects are examined
in the present investigation.
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