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`l'lie svidesiitvad ttSt Of ele'tri'ttI convulsion treatment in the psyelioses makes

it 5'ntia1 to know what happens to the brain alter such treatment. Apart

fjiiilI the academic interest in such observations, the mtttter is of great prac-

tint! imlOrtaflce in view of the prolonged confusional state winch develops after

this treatment, suggesting that structural damage is produced by the treat-

nit. For tins reason tim autopsy report of two cases which died following

1.hictrtcal convulsion t reatmetit scents to be of particular importance.

i'sF: lincoln's

`use i. ii. V. Philadelphia State 11ospiiai. Req. ,Vo. 51103. Port:itoid dementia praecox

a a-oman of 45. It'Ieetrieal roni'ulsion treatments, 62 in all. ole! a period of fl months.

Vusnerons pnnetate hemorrhages in the cerebral eorte.r, medulla, cerebellum and basal ganglia.

.1 seaS of P"'"5"ular edema and aterosis_

Jlistorq. TIit' lint ieiit, 11 -15 Year olti Polish Vnflan, was :tt!niit teil to the Philadelphia

Sin u Ilospi I al on I eceitila'r 31 , I il-lU. I icr jiast lostory was riot i inportant - She had come'

to this country 25 years prevo iLlsl3', hi:itl married and made a guI ol wife, she had two cliii-

ilren , alit1 was ili'scii lietl as an jot nivert ccl type of personah ty - Early in I ecemher of 1940

she liecanic' Wit lit Irawn spell t niiicli Ii me iii piayer, atit! tal ketl es unst ant lv to herself. She

liu'tanit' del tisioiial in:tin t :001 og that I he stars were leading her, antI accused her hushand of

infidelity aittl cii lwing the devil - Site liecame :thnsi ye and qua rreisnnte. IS hen adniatted

to the 1105111 titi slit' was agitated am! tat Iced constant I' in a tlisctiiimiecti',l 10:11 11cr. She Was

Sllsln'iOOS, i rasci lii,' a lit ag umiisti c * amo I clea rl,v dcl 1151 onal , It:tI I llfl lot hug In it It in the audi-

ltff3' 1111 visual spheres. I icr sensoriuni was clear.

E.raminal ion 1111 Ii pliysit':tI ly and nenrologically was negative - Fri nalvsis was normal -

`I'lie IVassermanti react ion of lie lilusal :uol ccrl'lirospi nal Iluit I was negative. The bloat!

sug:u' was 77 lug. pet' cent and the tilts at urea, 15 nig. cent -

`a ar.w and Treat men! - The 11:1 tien t eon tin tied utiehamiget I for some i rue. She was

resistive, restless, sometimes in ut e, a rot usually inaceessi I de - Elee tile s ht ,trk treatments

were started on February 3, 1141 , al suit two mont lis :t fter lit'r :u liii LSSIOiI ii tlu' 1105111 t a 1.

Alter a course tif twelve generalized convulsittits and six sub-convulsive t reatnients the

patient appeal-eli lirightei-, 100 re alert, neat 9111 tidy. She :tp1e:tn'il :ilsii ii have gained

some insight hut seemed cItnoled antI her memory for events in the recent pits t remained

p°° On t lie i misistence of her faini ly and agai tist advice slit' was pa rtdetl May 17, 19-11 but

was ret urned to I lie hospi t:tl two 1:13-s hit cm' after a suicidal :t t teni lit - Slit' was again given

forty-four more electric shock treatments :tiitl again became qimie t er. Thereafter her be-

havior varied: she was quiet at [inn's, :iiitl at It hers tlist 1118111. In October 1941 , about

seven tiioii t Its aft el her second adniissimi , she developed signs of t'a riliac fail ore and hron-

ehopneumonia. Site died on Oct olier 17, 1941.

* From t lie Departnient of Neurology, Jefferson Medical `ollegt-, Philadelphia, and the

Institute of [lie Pennsylvania Ilospital. Aided by a grant from the .Iobn and Mary R -

Marklc Foundation of t lie Pennsylvania Hospital -
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