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Short- and Long-Term Cognitive Effects
of ECT: Part ll—Effects On Nonmemory
Assoclated Cognitive Functions.

Trevor R.P. Price, M.D.!

In addition to the multiple effects that elec-
troconvulsive therapy (ECT) has on memory
function, which were reviewed in the preceding
article (Price, 1982), it likewise has a variety of ef-
fects on cognitive functions which are largely in-
dependent of memory. The range of cognitive do-
mains affected include, for example, perceptual’
function, psychomotor speed, visuomotor ability,
simple and complex sensory capacity, complex
discrimination ability, and synthesizing and
abstracting ability (Fink, 1979). This article will
review these effects of ECT.

To understand ECT’s effects on memory func-
tion or nonmemory-associated cognitive and
neuropsychological function, it is important to
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