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Re "Compensation" to
Canadian Brainwash Survivors

Editor:

The $700,000 "compeggation'=payoff the Mulroney government
recently awarded Linda Macdonald and other courageous
survivors of psychiatrist Ewen Cameron's brainwashing ex-
periments serious'!y insults and grossiy undervalues their
incredible pain, suffering, losses and permanent disabitities
("Brainwash victims to get compensation,” Nov. 18). '
Although no amount of money can begin to make up for their
brain damage and ruined careers directly resulting from
Dr. Cameron's "treatments," the $100,000 figure is a shamefu?
payoff, and I hope some survivors will appeal. This bare =
minimum amount was first officially mentioned as a recommendation
in the Mulroney government's notorious "Cooper Report" (1986),
which not only whitewashed the obvious compiicity of the CIA but
whitewashed and flatly denied the iegal and mora! responsibilities
of the Canadian governmeng,which iargely funded Dr. Cameron's
crimes against humanity intflicted on over one hundred
unsuspecting Canadian inmates in the 950s and earily 1960s.

I understand the willingness of the Canadian survivors
to accept this out-of-court settlement after enduring many
years of frustration caus_kd by inexcusably long government
and court delays and sewe legal costs. And I am thriiled
that survivors such as Linda Macdonald are finally getting
their horrendous stories of great persona’l suffering and
courage toid in the media, including film.

But I still resent the fact that the Canadian government
and Canadian Psychiatric Association, together with the
US Government/CIA and American Psychiatric Association, continue
to deny their complicity in one of the most horrendous psychiatric
crimes of the 20th century. The fact that similar crimes
agatjnst humanity, under the guise of "treatment" or "restraints",

are happening today in virtually every psychiatric facility in
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Canada and the USA is also covered u7ﬁr simpily not reported

in the media, much less investigated It's time for some rea?
and long-delayed justice, public investigations, and reparations
for the hundreds of thousands of other psychiatric survivors
being brainwashed("treated") without their knowledge or consent.

Don Weitz
psychiatric survivor
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