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with cold narcosis so as to produce a state resembling animal
hibernation.

Central Islip State Hospital
Central Islip, N. Y.
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PSYCHIC DRIVING: DYNAMIC IMPI.AIW Ca

4 BY I. EWEN CAMERON, ltD.
I

In an earlier colnlnunication, the procedure of psychic driving

fkas been described in some detail." Briefly, it is the exposure of

the patient to continued replaying, under controlled conditions,

iof a cue communication derived front one of the original areas

from which his current difficulties arise. A major consequence of

euch exposure is to activate and bring progressively into his

jawareness more recollections and responses generally from this

tre& The ultimate result is the accelerating of therapeutic re

:nrganization.

It was early noted that continued replaying of a cue conununi

iaflon sets up a persistent tendency in the patient to act in a

`?way which can be predetermined with respect to its general

Jharacteristics, In other words, by driving a cue statement one

han, without exccption, set up in the patient a persisting tendency

j5or the cue statement and other contponents of the relevant "corn

rnunity of action tendencies" to return to his awareness. This

*,tendency has been termed the dynamic implant. By "community

pf action tendencies," a group of related activities and attitudes

meant-sucll as, for instance, those existing between the patient

`and his mother, or those related to his feelings of inadequacy.

Since, clearly, this continuing result of psychic driving might

eatly enhance its effects, considerable study has been directed

the conditions controlling the setting up of the dynamic implant

`snd to the effects of the implant. The findings are reported here

frith.} PnocwuaE

The dynamic implant may be set up either by autopsychic or

t.eropsychic driving. The first procedure consists in the repeated

aying of a cue communication made by the patient. The second

the replaying of a communication devised by the therapist

t0m his knowledge of the patient's dynamics.
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