PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH CARE AND ITS
PROBLEMS: TWO IMPORTANT NEW BOOKS-—
WHAT THEY INCLUDE AND WHAT

THEY OMIT
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' Ann Braden Johnson, Out of Bedlam: The Truth about Deinstitu-
tionalization. Basic Books, New York, 1990. xxvi + 306 pp.,
$22.95.

Rael Jean Isaac & Virginia C. Armat, Madness in the Streets: How
Psychiatry and the Law Abandoned the Mentally Ill. Free Press,
, Macmillan, New York, 1990. 436 pp. $24.95.

These two very different books carefully document and severely
criticize the sorry state of public mental health care in America
today. Written by non-psychiatrists and focusing particularly on
New York City and State, both deserve scrutiny by all psychia-
trists, especially those in the public sector. But neither mentions
the specific administrative changes since 1974, which, in this
reviewer’s opinion, have harmed care in New York so greatly.
After describing how public care for mental illness began, they
examine "de-institutionalization” and bureaucratization, the most
significant influences on it today. They also scrutinize changes in
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